
Steal Like an Artist: Uncover Your Creative
Potential by Borrowing from the Greats
In the realm of creativity, it's often believed that original ideas stem from a
vacuum of inspiration. However, Austin Kleon, the author of the bestselling
book "Steal Like an Artist," challenges this notion, advocating that true
creativity arises from the act of borrowing, remixing, and transforming
existing ideas.

The Art of Stealing

Kleon argues that all artists, from the most celebrated painters to
groundbreaking musicians, draw inspiration from their predecessors. This
isn't plagiarism or imitation; it's the essence of creativity. By understanding
the techniques and principles employed by the greats, we can learn from
their experiences and apply them to our own work.
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"Stealing" in this context doesn't mean outright copying, but rather taking
inspiration from others' works and making them your own. It's about
studying the masters, dissecting their techniques, and adapting them to suit
your personal style. By embracing the act of "stealing," you can tap into a
vast pool of knowledge and ideas that can fuel your own creative process.

The Importance of Remixing

Once you've "stolen" ideas, the next step is to remix them. This involves
combining, rearranging, and transforming the elements you've gathered
from different sources to create something new and unique. It's not about
simply copying and pasting; it's about creating your own interpretation and
adding your own personal touch.

Remixing is a powerful tool that allows you to experiment with different
ideas and perspectives, leading to unexpected and innovative results. By
embracing the concept of remix, you can break free from the constraints of
tradition and forge your own creative path.

Authenticity in Creativity

Some may argue that "stealing" and remixing goes against the notion of
authenticity in creativity. However, Kleon emphasizes that true authenticity
lies not in creating something entirely new but in expressing your unique
perspective through the lens of your influences.

By incorporating elements from your favorite artists, you're not simply
mimicking them; you're channeling their inspiration and making it your own.
Your personal experiences, beliefs, and values will inevitably shape the
way you interpret and remix these ideas, resulting in a work that is
authentically yours.



Practical Applications

"Steal Like an Artist" provides practical exercises and tips on how to
incorporate these principles into your own creative endeavors. Kleon
encourages readers to keep a "swipe file" of inspiring images, quotes, and
other materials that can serve as a source of inspiration. He also suggests
experimenting with different techniques and perspectives to expand your
creative horizons.

For example, a writer might study the writing styles of their favorite authors
and identify techniques that resonate with them. They can then incorporate
these techniques into their own writing, while still maintaining their unique
voice and perspective.

"Steal Like an Artist" is a groundbreaking book that challenges traditional
notions of creativity. By embracing the act of "stealing" and remixing, artists
can unlock their true creative potential and create original works that are
inspired by the masters. It's a must-read for anyone who aspires to be
creative, whether you're a writer, musician, painter, or anything in between.

Remember, true originality comes not from creating out of thin air, but from
borrowing, transforming, and making the ideas of others your own. So, go
ahead, steal like an artist, and let your creativity soar.

Author Bio



Austin Kleon is a New York Times bestselling author, writer, and artist. He is
known for his books "Steal Like an Artist," "Show Your Work!," and "Keep
Going," which have inspired and motivated countless creatives around the
world. Kleon's work explores the intersection of creativity, technology, and
personal development.
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